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FACTS ABOUT UKRAINE

Ukraine is the 2nd largest country in Europe.  
Russia is the largest.

It is 80th in standard of living.

35% live below the poverty line.

Over 7 million have left the country in search 
of jobs.

Coal mining is the major industry in Donetsk 
region. Only one mine is left in Dzerzhinsk.



The government says $130 is the minimum needed for 
survival.

$88 is the average family income.

Any meat they buy costs more in the Ukraine than what 
we’d pay in the U.S.

They get water 2 to 3 hours per day and it just dribbles 
out of the faucet. Most of the water is used in the 
mines.

There was a well in the community but it ran dry last 
fall. 



Apartments you see were built during Russian 
domination.



Leaving for Dzerzhinsk



Train Station in Kiev



Construction in Kiev. Apartments are 
very expensive.
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Lyuba, the 
person who
makes 
everything
work 
smoothly
when we
are there.



Nicholai
and Vera
live in
Sochi,
Russia.  
They 
come and 
help.
Vera is a
book-
keeper 
and 
Nicholai
chauffers 
people. 



12Worship under the grape arbor.
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Baptism in a lake
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Baptism at Artumusk.   
The church meets in a 
house.  I think this was 
previously used for 
something like a hot tub.
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Baptisms  in nearby lake in 2011
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Vera’s mom who lived in D.  She passed away on the day we 
arrived in D.about 3 years ago.



We were met at the station and brought to the church building 
in the bus.



22My host family for the last 3 years.



Having a meeting in one of the classrooms.



Masha B. &    are 2 very good translators.  Masha live w/ a 
couple in Valdosta, went to college and is now working.



The outside of school #10.



Clint Sterry w/ his class on the playground.



Playground w/ apartment building in back.  They are in 
pretty bad shape.



A little girl in one of the classes working very hard on her art work.



Another student with the finished product.



My class. A translator, helper and Ukrainian teacher. 





Howard Alred of the Valdosta congregation doing a 
puppet show to reinforce the lessons taught.



They keep their flowers inside the school or they would get 
killed during their harsh winters.



Clint, from Texas, brought his accordian to entertain the kids.



The food is cooked elsewhere and brought into the school 
and these ladies serve it.



Students eating their meals.





Our meals.  The students are given a smaller portion than ours.



Another meal.  Most meals are served with juice.



Borsht.





Fresh milk with his cereal.  Jerry DeLoach of Valdosta.



The girls’ bathroom.  They now have dividers  between the toilets 
so they have a little more privacy.



Teachers’ bathroom. The bucket is filled with water to flush the 
toilet.  We fill the bucket from a 55 gallon drum .



Water is only on certain times of the day so it is caught in the drum 
for when the water is off.



Funeral wreaths made for the funeral of the son of one of the 
teachers.  He was electrocuted when he was trying to steal
copper wire in desperation to make some money.







This is a school for the handicapped.  It was started by a friend of 
Bill Wharton who lives in Gainesville.  Normally handicapped 
children don’t go to school.



This little
fellow is
was 15 years
old at the
time of the 
picture





Their flea market.



Apartment buildings.  Their is no garbage pickup so their garbage 
is  just thrown in piles in a vacant yard or field.





Going to cut some hay.



On Saturday, after a week of working with translators, we go 
on a picnic.  Then the Bible School starts the next week.



Leeza is helping make blinis (crepes).  They are served with
raspberries or whatever type of berry or fruit is available. 
That is usually done on Thursday night of the Bible school 
week



Gala, Lyuba’s sister, her husband, and his sister.  Viktor is the 
preacher and is also a Dr. at a psychiatric hospital.  His sister is 
also a Dr.



Worship service.  Everyone takes their shoes off because the 
coal dust will be tracked in.  They are constantly cleaning the 
floors because of this.



Leeza and Lyuba’s Mom.  Her mom is pretty much housebound 
now.



Alex is Leeza’s husband.  He is a severe diabetic.  One year he 
spent 2 or 3 months in the hospital.



AT church under the grape arbor.



Ladies from the congregation.





We have service projects that we do after class .  Howard is 
painting the window frames.
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The preacher and his family from Artumusk.  They have 
awesome singing voices.



69My host family for the last 3 years.



One of the homes where some of our people stayed.



A coal stove used for cooking and heating.



This was formerly a hospital but is now used kinda like our 
walk in clinics.



Eric is an asthmatic.  He used his inhaler too much and wound up in 
the hospital.  





An orphanage for the smaller children.







Orphanage for older children.







Orphanage at Artumusk.





A beautiful smile-hers not mine.



Children are the same every where.  They were watching a bug.



85Worship under the grape arbor.



Walking back home from school.



Downtown Dzerzhinsk









This is an abandoned firehouse. The lumber has been
scavenged to use at their homes or burn for heat.



Gardens with onions, potatoes, and cabbage.







This garden is in front of the fence. Unusual because most 
gardents are behind the yard fence to protect from thieves.



Beautiful countryside.  It looks a lot like pictures I’ve seen of the 
midwestern wheat fields.  I think this is a field of sunflowers.







We stopped for a picture on our way back
from a worship service at Artumusk.



A visit to a local bakery









Saying good bye.  they don’t want us to leave.  One lady said they 
look forward all year to us coming.  It is a bright spot in their lives.



Friendships 
are quickly 
formed and 
they hate to 
see us go.



Lynn had been a missionary in Ukraine for several years. 
She met and married Viktor about 3 years ago.





Bill and Lyuba when they
announced their intent to marry.
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